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brake are operated simultaneously. The electronic control
unit also varies the amount of decrease in the vehicle drive
force during the reduction control and conditions under
which the reduction control is implemented depending on
the order of the accelerator operation and brake operation
resulting in the above-noted simultaneous operation. For
example, the amount of decrease in the vehicle drive force
is less when the brake is operated first in comparison with
when the accelerator is operated first. Thus, it is possible to
operate the vehicle drive force in accordance with the
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1
VEHICLE CONTROL DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a National Stage of International
Application No. PCT/JP2011/063834 filed Jun. 16, 2011, the
contents of all of which are incorporated herein by reference
in their entirety.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a vehicle control device
that performs reduction control of a vehicle drive force when
an accelerator operation and a brake operation are simulta-
neously performed.

BACKGROUND ART

Conventionally, as disclosed for instance in Patent Docu-
ment 1, a vehicle control device has been known that outputs
a throttle-off signal when an accelerator operation and a
brake operation are simultaneously performed, and reduces
the output of an engine, which is a drive source of a vehicle,
to reduce the vehicle drive force, thereby ensuring vehicle
stability and protecting the engine and the drive system.

PRIOR ART DOCUMENT
Patent Document

Patent Document 1: Japanese Laid-Open Patent Publication
No. 2010-038051

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION
Problems that the Invention is to Solve

Some drivers perform an accelerator operation with the
right foot and perform a brake operation with the left foot.
Such drivers sometimes perform a hill start by depressing an
accelerator pedal with the right foot in a state of depressing
the brake pedal with the left foot. For reacceleration after
reduction in vehicle speed, such drivers sometimes depress
the accelerator pedal while gradually releasing the depressed
brake pedal. In such cases, the accelerator operation over-
laps with the brake operation in a certain time period.

An operation technique called heel-and-toe has been
known as a driving technique for manual transmission
vehicles. A heel-and-toe operation is performed according to
the following procedures. First, the brake pedal is depressed
with the toe of the right foot, and then the clutch pedal is
depressed with the left foot. Subsequently, while the brake
pedal is kept depressed so as not to reduce the brake pedal
depressing force, the right foot is turned a little and the
accelerator pedal is pressed with the heel. A shift down
operation is performed with a shift lever, and then the
depression of the clutch pedal with the left foot is released
to engage the clutch. In such a heel-and-toe operation, the
accelerator operation overlaps with the brake operation in a
certain time period.

In such a case, the driver performs the accelerator opera-
tion for the sake of increasing the vehicle drive force. If the
vehicle drive force is reduced in response to simultaneous
operations on the accelerator and the brake also in such a
case, the vehicle drive force cannot be increased according
to the intention of the driver. Accordingly, if reduction
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control of the vehicle drive force is always performed in
response to simultaneous operations on the accelerator and
the brake in a uniform manner, the operation of the vehicle
drive force according to the intention of the driver cannot be
performed, which may degrade drivability.

The present invention has been made in view of these
problems, and has an object for solving the problems to
provide a vehicle control device that can operate the vehicle
drive force according to the intention of the driver even in
the case of executing reduction control of the vehicle drive
force in response to simultaneous operations on the accel-
erator and the brake to thereby suppress degradation in
drivability.

Means for Solving the Problems

To achieve the foregoing objective, a vehicle control
device according to the present invention performs reduction
control for reducing a vehicle drive force when an accel-
erator operation and a brake operation are simultaneously
performed. Control manner of the reduction control varies
between a case where the accelerator operation is performed
first and then the brake operation is performed and a case
where the brake operation is performed first and then the
accelerator operation is performed.

In cases of simultaneous operations on the accelerator and
the brake, the intentions of drivers may be different. The
difference in intentions of the drivers resulting in simulta-
neous operations on the accelerator and the brake can be
discriminated to a certain extent on the basis of the order of
operations on the accelerator and the brake.

In this respect, the control manner of the reduction control
of vehicle drive forces in response to simultaneous opera-
tions on the accelerator and the brake is different between
the case where the accelerator operation is performed first
and the case where the brake operation is performed first in
the present invention. Thus, according to the present inven-
tion, even if the reduction control of the vehicle drive force
is performed in response to simultaneous operations on the
accelerator and the brake, the vehicle drive force can be
operated according to the intention of the driver to thereby
suppress degradation in drivability.

Specifically, an amount of reduction in the vehicle drive
force of the reduction control may vary between the case
where the accelerator operation is performed first and then
the brake operation is performed and the case where the
brake operation is performed first and then the accelerator
operation is performed. In this case, if the amount of
reduction of the vehicle drive force is smaller in the case
where the brake operation is performed first than in the case
where the accelerator operation is performed first, the
vehicle drive force can be operated according to the inten-
tion of the driver.

Further, a condition of executing the reduction control
may vary between the case where the accelerator operation
is performed first and then the brake operation is performed
and the case where the brake operation is performed first and
then the accelerator operation is performed. In this case, the
execution condition may be varied by varying a determina-
tion threshold of a braking force for determining whether the
reduction control is required to be executed, or by varying
a determination threshold of the simultaneous operation
duration for determining whether the reduction control is
required to be executed. If the determination threshold of the
braking force is higher or the determination threshold of the
duration is higher in the case where the brake operation is
performed first than in the case where the accelerator opera-
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tion is performed first, the vehicle drive force can be
operated according to the intention of the driver.

A delay time until the reduction control is started may
vary between the case where the accelerator operation is
performed first and then the brake operation is performed
and the case where the brake operation is performed first and
then the accelerator operation is performed. In these situa-
tions, if the delay time is longer in the case where the brake
operation is performed first than in the case where the
accelerator operation is performed first, the possibility of
executing reduction control of the vehicle drive force in
response to simultaneous operations on the accelerator and
the brake decreases in the case of operations first on the
brake and then on the accelerator. Accordingly, the vehicle
drive force can be operated according to the intention of the
driver.

A length of the delay time preferably varies according to
a vehicle speed or an amount of accelerator operation.
Specifically, it is preferable to configure such that the higher
the vehicle speed, the longer the length of the delay time
becomes, or that the larger the amount of accelerator opera-
tion, the longer becomes the length of the delay time in the
case where the brake operation is performed first. The delay
time is preferably set only in a case where the brake
operation is performed first and a vehicle speed is high or in
a case where the brake operation is performed first and a
gear ratio of a speed reducer is high.

In a case where the brake operation is performed first and
a vehicle speed is high, or in a case where the brake
operation is performed first and a gear ratio of a transmission
is high, reduction in the vehicle drive force may be prohib-
ited. In these situations, the braking force is kept sufficiently
higher than the driving force. Accordingly, the braking force
required to reduce the vehicle speed can be ensured without
any reduction in vehicle drive force.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a simplified diagram schematically showing an
overall configuration of a first embodiment of the present
invention;

FIG. 2 provides graphs showing the manner of setting the
output operation amount in the case where operations are
made first on the accelerator and then on the brake and in the
case where operations are made first on the brake and then
on the accelerator;

FIG. 3 is a flowchart showing a procedure of a control
routine for reducing the vehicle drive force, which is applied
to this embodiment;

FIG. 4 is a flowchart showing a procedure of a control
routine for reducing the vehicle drive force, which is applied
to a second embodiment of the present invention;

FIG. 5 is a graph showing an example of a manner of
setting a delay time in this embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a flowchart showing a procedure of a control
routine for reducing the vehicle drive force, which is applied
to a third embodiment of the present invention; and

FIG. 7 is a flowchart showing a procedure of a control
routine for reducing the vehicle drive force, which is applied
to a fourth embodiment of the present invention.

MODES FOR CARRYING OUT THE
INVENTION

First Embodiment

A vehicle control device according to a first embodiment
of the present invention will hereinafter be described in
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detail with reference to FIGS. 1 to 3. The control device of
this embodiment is applied to a vehicle on which an engine
is mounted as a drive source.

First, referring to FIG. 1, the configuration of this embodi-
ment will be described. As shown in FIG. 1, the vehicle
control device of this embodiment is configured mainly of
an electronic control unit 1 mounted on a vehicle. The
electronic control unit 1 includes a central processing unit
(CPU) 1a that performs various computational processes
pertaining to vehicle control, a read-only memory (ROM) 15
storing programs and data for control, and a random access
memory (RAM) 1c¢ temporarily storing computational
results of the CPU 1a and detection results of sensors.

Such an electronic control unit 1 is connected with
sensors and switches provided at respective sites on the
vehicle, for instance, an accelerator pedal sensor 3 that
detects the amount of operation on an accelerator pedal
(accelerator operation member) 2, a stop lamp switch 5 for
turning on stop lamps in response to depression of the brake
pedal (brake operation member) 4, and a brake pedal
depressing force sensor 10 that detects a pedal depressing
force on the brake pedal 4 (brake pedal depressing force).
The electronic control unit 1 is further connected with
actuators provided at respective sites on the vehicle, for
instance, a throttle motor 9 that drives a throttle valve 8
provided on an air intake path 7 of an engine 6.

In such a vehicle, the electronic control unit 1 learns
driving state of the vehicle from detection results of the
sensors and the switches. The electronic control unit 1 then
outputs instruction signals to the respective actuators in
accordance with the learned driving state of the vehicle,
thereby controlling the vehicle.

The electronic control unit 1 performs reduction control
that reduces the vehicle drive force, as a part of vehicle
control, in the case where the accelerator pedal 2 and the
brake pedal 4 are simultaneously depressed, i.e., the case of
simultaneous operations on the accelerator and the brake. In
the reduction control, the electronic control unit 1 detects an
operation on the accelerator pedal 2, i.e., an accelerator
operation, from the detection signal of the accelerator pedal
sensor 3, and detects an operation on the brake pedal 4, i.e.,
a brake operation, in response to turning-on of the stop lamp
switch 5.

Upon detecting that simultaneous operations on the accel-
erator and the brake are performed, the electronic control
unit 1 overwrites the value of the amount of operation on the
accelerator pedal 2 detected by the accelerator pedal sensor
3 (actual operation amount) with a value lower than the
actual value. The electronic control unit 1 then controls the
throttle motor 9 according to the overwritten value (the
output operation amount) to reduce the opening of the
throttle valve 8 and reduce the output of the engine 6,
thereby reducing the vehicle drive force.

The simultaneous operations on the accelerator and the
brake include the case where the accelerator operation is
performed first and then the brake operation is performed,
and the case where the brake operation is performed first and
then the accelerator operation is performed. In the case
where, after the brake operation, the accelerator operation is
performed resulting in simultaneous operations on the accel-
erator and the brake, it can be considered that the driver
performs the accelerator operation with an intention of
increasing the vehicle drive force. Accordingly, if the
vehicle drive force is reduced in this case, as in the case
where the brake operation is performed after the accelerator
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operation, the vehicle drive force cannot be in accordance
with the intention of the driver, which degrades the driv-
ability.

Thus, in this embodiment, the control manner of the
reduction control of the vehicle drive force according to
simultaneous operations on the accelerator and the brake
vary between the case where the accelerator operation is
performed first and then the brake operation is performed
and the case where the brake operation is performed first and
then the accelerator operation is performed. More specifi-
cally, as shown in FIG. 2, the amount of reduction of the
output operation amount from the actual operation amount is
smaller in the case where the brake operation is performed
first and then the accelerator operation is performed result-
ing in simultaneous operations on the accelerator and the
brake, than in the case where the accelerator operation is
performed first and then the brake operation is performed
resulting in simultaneous operations on the accelerator and
the brake. Thereby, the amount of reduction of the engine
output in the reduction control of the vehicle drive force on
simultaneous operations and, in turn, the amount of reduc-
tion of the vehicle drive force are smaller in the case where
the brake operation is performed first than in the case where
the accelerator operation is performed first.

In this embodiment, conditions of executing the reduction
control of the vehicle drive force vary between the case
where the brake operation is performed first and the case
where the accelerator operation is performed first. More
specifically, a determination threshold of the braking force
for determining whether the reduction control is required to
be executed varies, and a determination threshold of dura-
tion of simultaneous operations for determining whether the
reduction control is required to be executed varies. The
determination threshold of the braking force and the deter-
mination threshold of the duration are set higher in the case
where the brake operation is performed first than in the case
where the accelerator operation is performed first.

Next, detailed processes of the electronic control unit 1
pertaining to the reduction control of the vehicle drive force,
which is adopted in this embodiment, will be described with
reference to FIG. 3. The control routine for reducing the
vehicle drive force shown in this diagram is repeatedly
performed by the electronic control unit 1 at prescribed
control cycles.

After this routine is started, in step S100 it is first
determined whether simultaneous operations on the accel-
erator and the brake are being performed. If simultaneous
operations on the accelerator and the brake are not being
performed (S100: NO), the processes in the routine at this
time are ended.

In contrast, if simultaneous operations are being per-
formed on the accelerator and the brake (S100: YES), the
processing proceeds to step S101. In step S101, it is deter-
mined whether the operations are performed first on the
accelerator and then on the brake.

It the accelerator operation is performed first (S101:
YES), the processing proceeds to step S102. In step S102, it
is determined whether the brake pedal depressing force,
which is an indicator value of the braking force, exceeds a
prescribed determination threshold al. Next, in step S103,
it is determined whether the duration of the simultaneous
operations on the accelerator and the brake exceeds a
prescribed determination threshold 1.

If a negative determination is made in any of steps S102
and S103 (S102: NO, or step S103: NO), the processes of the
routine at this time are ended. In contrast, if positive
determinations are made both in steps S102 and S103 (S102:
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YES, and step S103: YES), the processing proceeds to step
S104. In step S104, the amount of reduction of the engine
output is set large to perform a process of suppressing the
engine output, and subsequently the processes of the routine
at this time are finished.

In contrast, if the brake operation is performed first (S101:
NO), the processing proceeds to step S105. In step S105, it
is determined whether the brake pedal depressing force
exceeds a prescribed determination threshold a2. The value
of the determination threshold a2 used for determination is
set higher than that of the determination threshold a1 used
for the determination in step S102.

Next, in step S106, it is determined whether the duration
of the simultaneous operations on the accelerator and the
brake exceeds a prescribed determination threshold 2. The
value of determination threshold 2 used for the determi-
nation is also set higher than that of the determination
threshold 1 used for the determination in step S103.

If a negative determination is made in any of steps S105
and 8106 (S105: NO, or step S106: NO), the processes of the
routine at this time are ended. In contrast, if positive
determinations are made both in steps S105 and S106 (S105:
YES, and step S106: YES), the processing proceeds to step
S107. In step S107, the process of suppressing the engine
output where the amount of reduction of the engine output
is set smaller than in the case of step S104 is performed, and
subsequently the processes of the routine at this time are
finished.

The processes of suppressing the engine output performed
in steps S104 and S107 are finished according to satisfaction
of a returning condition, such as cancellation of simultane-
ous operations on the accelerator and the brake, or reduction
in vehicle speed.

In this embodiment described above, the amount of reduc-
tion of the engine output in the reduction control of the
vehicle drive force in response to simultaneous operations
on the accelerator and the brake is smaller in the case where
the brake operation is performed first resulting in the simul-
taneous operations on the accelerator and the brake than in
the case where the accelerator operation is performed first
resulting in the simultaneous operations on the accelerator
and the brake. In this embodiment, the conditions of execut-
ing the reduction control of the vehicle drive force are more
strict in the case where the brake operation is performed first
resulting in the simultaneous operations on the accelerator
and the brake than in the case where the accelerator opera-
tion is performed first resulting in the simultaneous opera-
tions on the accelerator and the brake. Accordingly, in the
case where the accelerator operation is performed after the
brake operation, reduction in vehicle drive force in response
to the simultaneous operations on the accelerator and the
brake can be suppressed, which allows the vehicle drive
force to be operated according to the intention of the driver.

This embodiment described above achieves the following
advantages.

(1) In this embodiment, the manner of reduction control
of the vehicle drive force in response to the simultaneous
operations on the accelerator and the brake varies between
the case where the accelerator operation is performed first
and then the brake operation is performed and the case
where the brake operation is performed first and then the
accelerator operation is performed. More specifically, the
amount of reduction in vehicle drive force (engine output) in
the reduction control is smaller, and the determination
threshold of the braking force (brake pedal depressing force)
for determining whether the reduction control is required to
be executed and the determination threshold of the simul-
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taneous operation duration are set higher, in the case where
the brake operation is performed first than in the case where
the accelerator operation is performed first. Thus, even if the
reduction control of the vehicle drive force is executed in
response to simultaneous operations on the accelerator and
the brake, the vehicle drive force can be operated according
to the intention of the driver to thereby suppress degradation
in drivability.

Second Embodiment

A vehicle control device according to a second embodi-
ment of the present invention will now be described in detail
with reference to FIGS. 4 and 5. In the present embodiment
and each of the following embodiments, like or the same
reference numerals are given to those components that are
like or the same as the corresponding components of the
above described embodiment and detailed explanations are
omitted.

In the first embodiment, the amount of reduction in
vehicle drive force in the reduction control is smaller, and
the determination threshold of the braking force for deter-
mining whether the reduction control is required to be
executed and the determination threshold of the simultane-
ous operation duration are higher in the case where the brake
operation is performed first than in the case where the
accelerator operation is performed first. In the present
embodiment, in the case where the brake operation is
performed first resulting in simultaneous operations on the
accelerator and the brake, the start of reducing the vehicle
drive force is delayed. Furthermore, the delay time varies
according to the vehicle speed and the amount of accelerator
operation.

A control routine for reducing the vehicle drive force
shown in FIG. 4 is repeatedly performed by the electronic
control unit 1 at prescribed control cycles during simulta-
neous operations on the accelerator and the brake.

After this routine is started, it is first determined whether
the vehicle speed exceeds a prescribed value y in step S200.
If the vehicle speed is equal to or less than the prescribed
value y (S200: NO), the value of the timer is cleared in step
S201 and subsequently the processes of the routine at this
time are finished. In this case, the vehicle drive force is
immediately reduced.

If the vehicle speed exceeds the prescribed value y (S200:
YES), in step S202 it is determined whether the operations
are performed first on the brake and then on the accelerator.
If the operations are performed first on the accelerator and
then on the brake (S201: NO), the value of the timer is
cleared in step S201 and subsequently the processes of the
routine at this time are finished. Also in this case, the vehicle
drive force is immediately reduced.

In contrast, if the operations are performed first on the
brake and then on the accelerator (S201: YES), the delay
time is computed on the basis of the vehicle speed and the
amount of accelerator operation in step S203. The delay time
in the case where the brake operation is performed first is
computed such that, the higher the vehicle speed is or the
larger the amount of accelerator operation is, the longer the
delay time is, as shown in FIG. 5.

Subsequently, in step S204, a control cycle, which is an
execution interval of this routine, is added to the value of the
timer. Next, in step S205, it is determined whether the value
of the timer is at least the delay time computed in step S203.

If the value of the timer is less than the delay time (S205:
NO), the processes of the routine at this time are ended. In
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contrast, if the value of the timer is at least the delay time
(S205: YES), reduction in vehicle drive force is started in
step S206.

This embodiment achieves the following advantage.

(2) According to this embodiment, in the case where the
vehicle speed is high and the brake operation is performed
first, the vehicle drive force is not reduced until the delay
time elapses after the operations on the accelerator and the
brake. Accordingly, in the case where the accelerator opera-
tion is performed after the brake operation, the possibility of
reduction in vehicle drive force according to simultaneous
operations on the accelerator and the brake decreases, and
the vehicle drive force can be operated according to the
intention of the driver.

Third Embodiment

A vehicle control device according to a third embodiment
of the present invention will now be described in detail with
reference to FIG. 6. In this embodiment, in the case where
the brake operation is performed first and the vehicle speed
is high, reduction in vehicle drive force in response to
simultaneous operations on the accelerator and the brake is
prohibited.

A control routine for reducing the vehicle drive force
shown in FIG. 6 is repeatedly performed by the electronic
control unit 1 at prescribed control cycles during simulta-
neous operations on the accelerator and the brake.

After this routine is started, it is first determined whether
operations are performed first on the brake and then on the
accelerator in step S300. If the operations are performed first
on the accelerator and then on the brake (S300: NO), the
processes of the routine at this time are ended. In this case,
reduction in vehicle drive force is immediately started.

If the operations are performed first on the brake and then
on the accelerator (S300: YES), in step S301 it is determined
whether the vehicle speed is equal to or less than a pre-
scribed value e. If the vehicle speed exceeds the prescribed
value € (S301: NO), the processes of the routine at this time
are ended, and the vehicle drive force is not reduced.

In contrast, if the vehicle speed is equal to or less than the
prescribed value € (S301: YES), a lapse of the prescribed
time C is waited after the start of simultaneous operations
(S302: YES) and then reduction in vehicle drive force is
started.

According to this embodiment, in the case where the
brake is operated first resulting in simultaneous operations
on the accelerator and the brake, the vehicle drive force is
reduced only if the vehicle speed is low.

The aforementioned embodiment achieves the following
advantage.

(3) According to this embodiment, in the case where the
brake operation is performed first and the vehicle speed is
high, reduction in vehicle drive force in response to simul-
taneous operations on the accelerator and the brake is
prohibited. When the vehicle speed is high, the gear ratio of
the transmission is also high and the driving force of the
vehicle is low. Accordingly, the braking force is sufficiently
higher than the driving force without any reduction in
driving force. Therefore, in this case, the driving force is not
reduced, and the operation by the driver is reflected as it is.
Thus, according to this embodiment, even if the reduction
control of the vehicle drive force is performed in response to
simultaneous operations on the accelerator and the brake, the
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vehicle drive force can be operated according to the inten-
tion of the driver to thereby suppress degradation in driv-
ability.

Fourth Embodiment

A vehicle control device according to fourth embodiment
of the present invention will now be described in detail with
reference to FIG. 7. According to this embodiment, in the
case where the brake operation is performed first and the
vehicle speed is high, reduction in vehicle drive force in
response to simultaneous operations on the accelerator and
the brake is prohibited.

A control routine for reducing the vehicle drive force
shown in FIG. 7 is repeatedly performed by the electronic
control unit 1 at prescribed control cycles during simulta-
neous operations on the accelerator and the brake.

After this routine is started, in step S400 it is first
determined whether operations are performed first on the
brake and then on the accelerator. If the operations are
performed first on the accelerator and then on the brake
(S400: NO), the processes of the routine at this time are
ended. In this case, reduction in vehicle drive force is
immediately started.

If operations are performed first on the brake and then on
the accelerator (S400: YES), in step S401 it is determined
whether the 1st (first) or R (reverse) gear is selected. If the
any gear other than 1st or R is selected (S401: NO), the
processes of the routine at this time are ended, and the
vehicle drive force is not reduced.

In contrast, if the 1st or R gear is selected (S401: YES),
a lapse of the prescribed time is waited after the start of
simultaneous operations (S402: YES) and then reduction in
vehicle drive force is started.

According to this embodiment, in the case where the
brake is operated first resulting in simultaneous operations
on the accelerator and the brake, the vehicle drive force is
reduced only if the gear ratio of the transmission is low.

The aforementioned embodiment achieves the following
advantage.

(4) According to this embodiment, in the case where the
brake operation is performed first and the gear ratio of the
transmission is high, reduction in vehicle drive force in
response to simultaneous operations on the accelerator and
the brake is prohibited. When the vehicle speed is high, the
gear ratio of the transmission is also high and the driving
force of the vehicle is low. Accordingly, the braking force is
sufficiently higher than the driving force without any reduc-
tion in driving force. Therefore, in this case, the driving
force is not reduced, and the operation by the driver is
reflected as it is. Thus, according to this embodiment, even
if the reduction control of the vehicle drive force is per-
formed in response to simultaneous operations on the accel-
erator and the brake, the vehicle drive force can be operated
according to the intention of the driver to thereby suppress
degradation in drivability.

The aforementioned embodiments may be modified as
follows.

In the second embodiment, the delay time is set in
reduction in vehicle drive force only for the case where the
brake operation is performed first. However, the delay time
may be set also for the case where the accelerator operation
is performed first. Also in this case, if the delay time is
longer in the case where the brake operation is performed
first, degradation in drivability can be suppressed.

In the first embodiment, the braking force determination
threshold for determining whether the reduction control is
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required to be executed varies and the determination thresh-
old of the simultaneous operation duration varies, according
to the order of the accelerator operation and the brake
operation. Instead, only one of the determination thresholds
may vary.

In the first embodiment, the amount of reduction in
vehicle drive force in reduction control varies and the
executing conditions vary according to the order of the
accelerator operation and the brake operation. Instead, only
the amount of reduction in vehicle drive force in reduction
control may vary, or only the executing conditions in reduc-
tion control may vary.

In the first embodiment, it may be determined whether the
reduction control of the vehicle drive force is required to be
executed on the basis of parameters other than the braking
force and the simultaneous operation duration. Also in the
situations, if the conditions of executing the reduction con-
trol of the vehicle drive force are more strict in the case
where the brake operation is performed first resulting in the
simultaneous operations on the accelerator and the brake
than in the case where the accelerator operation is performed
first resulting in the simultaneous operations on the accel-
erator and the brake, the vehicle drive force can be operated
according to the intention of the driver.

In the second embodiment, the delay time is set on the
basis of both the vehicle speed and the amount of accelerator
operation. Instead, the time may be set on the basis of only
one of them. The delay time may be a fixed value.

In the embodiments, the brake pedal depressing force is
used as an indicator value of the braking force. Instead, if the
operating oil pressure (brake pressure) of a brake device is
detected, the brake pressure may be used as an indicator
value of the braking force instead of the brake pedal depress-
ing force.

In the embodiments, the engine output is suppressed in
accordance with reduction in opening of the throttle valve 8
due to overwriting of the amount of accelerator operation.
Instead, the engine output can be suppressed by another
engine control, such as reduction in fuel injection rate or
ignition timing retard.

In the embodiments, depression of the brake pedal 4 is
detected by the stop lamp switch 5. Instead, depression of
the brake pedal 4 may be detected by another switch or
sensor. For instance, a brake operation may be detected on
the basis of a detection result of a brake pressure sensor for
detecting the operating oil pressure of the brake device.

In the embodiments, the accelerator operation and the
brake operation are performed by depressing the accelerator
pedal 2 and the brake pedal 4, respectively. Instead, the
accelerator operation and the brake operation may be per-
formed by operations other than depression of the pedals.
The operations other than depression of the pedals may
include, for instance, an operation with a hand, such as on
a paddle for shifting, or a voice-activated operation.

In the embodiments, the case has been described where
the control device of the present invention is applied to the
vehicle adopting the engine 6 as the drive source. Instead,
the present invention is also applicable to an electric vehicle
that adopts a motor as a drive source and a hybrid vehicle
that adopts a motor and an engine as drive sources.

DESCRIPTION OF THE REFERENCE
NUMERALS

1... electronic control unit (1a . . . central processing unit
(CPU), 15 . . . read-only memory (ROM), 1c . . . random
access memory (RAM)), 2 . . . accelerator pedal, 3 . . .
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accelerator pedal sensor, 4 . . . brake pedal, 5 . . . stop lamp
switch, 6 . . . engine, 7 . . . air intake path, 8 . . . throttle valve,
9 . . . throttle motor, 10 . . . brake pedal depressing force
sensor.

The invention claimed is:

1. A vehicle control device comprising a processor that
performs reduction control for reducing a vehicle drive force
when an accelerator operation and a brake operation are
simultaneously performed,

wherein the processor is configured to vary a delay time

until the reduction control is started between a case
where the accelerator operation is performed first and
then the brake operation is performed and a case where
the brake operation is performed first and then the
accelerator operation is performed, and

wherein the processor is configured to vary a length of the

delay time according to a vehicle speed or an amount
of accelerator operation.

2. The vehicle control device according to claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to vary an amount of
reduction in the vehicle drive force of the reduction control
between the case where the accelerator operation is per-
formed first and then the brake operation is performed and
the case where the brake operation is performed first and
then the accelerator operation is performed.

3. The vehicle control device according to claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to vary a condition of
executing the reduction control between the case where the
accelerator operation is performed first and then the brake
operation is performed and the case where the brake opera-
tion is performed first and then the accelerator operation is
performed.

4. The vehicle control device according to claim 3,
wherein the processor is configured to vary a determination
threshold of a braking force for determining whether the
reduction control is required to be executed between the case
where the accelerator operation is performed first and the
case where the brake operation is performed first.

5. The wvehicle control device according to claim 4,
wherein the processor is configured to set the determination
threshold of the braking force to be higher in the case where
the brake operation is performed first than in the case where
the accelerator operation is performed first.

6. The vehicle control device according to claim 3,
wherein the processor is configured to vary a determination
threshold of the simultaneous operation duration for deter-
mining whether the reduction control is required to be
executed between the case where the accelerator operation is
performed first and the case where the brake operation is
performed first.
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7. The vehicle control device according to claim 6,
wherein the processor is configured to set the determination
threshold of the duration to be higher in the case where the
brake operation is performed first than in the case where the
accelerator operation is performed first.

8. The vehicle control device according to claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to vary the delay time to
be longer in the case where the brake operation is performed
first than in the case where the accelerator operation is
performed first.

9. The vehicle control device according to claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to extend the length of
the delay time in the case where the brake operation is
performed first as the amount of accelerator operation
increases.

10. The vehicle control device according to claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to set the delay time
only in a case where the brake operation is performed first
and a vehicle speed exceeds a prescribed value.

11. The vehicle control device according to claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to prohibit reduction in
the vehicle drive force in a case where the brake operation
is performed first and a vehicle speed exceeds a prescribed
value.

12. The vehicle control device according to claim 1,
wherein the processor is configured to prohibit reduction in
the vehicle drive force in a case where the brake operation
is performed first and a gear position of a transmission is
other than a first fear position and a reverse gear position.

13. The vehicle control device according to claim 2,
wherein the processor is configured to set the amount of
reduction of the vehicle drive force to be smaller in the case
where the brake operation is performed first than in the case
where the accelerator operation is performed first.

14. A vehicle control device comprising a processor that
performs reduction control for reducing a vehicle drive force
when an accelerator operation and a brake operation are
simultaneously performed,

wherein the processor is configured to vary a delay time
until the reduction control is started between the case
where the accelerator operation is performed first and
then the brake operation is performed and the case
where the brake operation is performed first and then
the accelerator operation is performed, and

wherein the processor is configured to extend a length of
the delay time as the vehicle speed increases.
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